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ABSTRACT 

This study analyzes the types of language styles found in the film 'EXPEND4BLES' using 

Martin Joos's (1976) theory. The main objective is to identify the language styles used by the 

characters and examine the social factors that influence these style choices, as explained by 

Holmes (2013). The writer uses qualitative methods to categorize language styles and explore 

their use in film contexts. The qualitative approach allows for in-depth analysis of dialogue and 

conversation to identify and explain different language styles. The research findings indicate 

the presence of four out of five language styles: formal (20 data), consultative (10 data), casual 

(15 data), and intimate (6 data). The formal style was found to be the most frequently used 

style. This reflects the film's emphasis on cooperation, decision-making, and emotional 

negotiation in a high-stakes environment. In addition, the analysis shows that participants 

(status and role differences between speakers) emerge as the most influential social factor 

followed by setting, topic, and function. Overall, this study shows that the choice of language 

style in 'EXPEND4BLES' reflects the social dynamics of the characters and the situational 

needs they face, confirming the relevance of Joos and Holmes' theory in understanding the 

function of language in action-oriented narratives. 
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CHAPTER I 

INTRODUCTION 

 

1.1 Background of the Research 

Human need to interact with each other to fulfill their needs. To interact, they need 

to communicate using language that they can use to express feelings and thoughts. Holmes 

(2013) asserts that people often communicate with one another using language to request 

and provide information. Language allows people to talk about their feelings and desires. 

Sociolinguistics is a field that investigates the way people use their language in 

society. According to Wardhaugh (2006) Sociolinguistics look  at "who speaks what 

language to whom, when, and for what". That is, we learn how various people use their 

language in various situations. When people want to say something to others, they need to 

use language that is clear and easy to understand. That way, there will be no 

misunderstanding about what you want to convey. Good communication occurs when both 

parties understand each other clearly.  

Language plays a crucial role in this process, especially in the ways that characters 

utilize it to reflect societal positions, manage relationships, and express their identities. 

Language style refers to the distinctive way individuals use language, including lexical 

choice, syntactic structure, and rhetorical strategies. According to Gee (2014) Language 

style is a key means through which people perform identities and build social relationships. 

In the context of a film, these styles are intentionally constructed by screenwriters to 

convey particular traits or roles. The language used is also important. Taufik et al., (2023) 

state that It's similar to choosing clothes for different events: we dress differently for parties 

and job interviews.  

In movies, language is used to create authority and power relationships.  Foucault 

(1972) asserts that language is not neutral and is closely related to knowledge and power.  
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While lower-ranking members may speak more submissively or hesitantly, characters in 

Expend4bles who occupy leadership positions frequently utilize forceful, authoritative 

language that symbolizes their power.  Another factor that affects language use in movie 

is gender.  According to Holmes (2013), Societal expectations frequently cause men and 

women to adopt distinct communication styles, with males typically using direct and 

domineering methods and women using more cooperative or courteous ones. 

Martin Joos talks about five different language styles: frozen, formal, consultative, 

casual, and intimate. Each style is used in different situations. For example, formal 

language is used in serious meetings, while casual language is used with friends. These 

different styles emerge in "EXPEND4BLES" as main characters speak in different 

situations. 

Using a qualitative methodology, this study examines dialogue in a few chosen 

scenes and transcripts.  Researchers can examine how social roles, identity, and ideology 

are formed through linguistic interaction by using qualitative approaches, which are useful 

for revealing the meaning underlying language choices in particular circumstances 

(Creswell, 2013).  Because to Expend4bles' widespread appeal, the vocabulary employed 

in the movie also conforms to several worldwide English and cinematic discourse norms.  

Williams (1977) pointed out that popular culture, especially movies, has a big influence 

on how people throughout the world perceive and use language. 

English serves as a universal language in the era of globalization. Pennycook 

(2010) asserts that movies like as Expend4bles employ English as a tool for creating cross-

cultural tales in addition to using it as a communication medium.  A multicultural portrayal 

that reflects variety in the actual world is facilitated by the inclusion of characters with a 

range of accents, dialects, and linguistic styles.  Each main character's speech in the movie 
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is a performance of who they are and what they stand for, proving that identity is not 

established but rather played via language (Hall & Bucholtz, 2005). 

1.2 Research Question 

Based on the background of the study, the following of problems of the study are   

formulated below:  

1. What types of language style are used by the main characters in 

"EXPEND4BLES" movie based on Martin Joos theory? 

2. What are the social factors influence the use of language style of main characters in 

"EXPEND4BLES" movie? 

1.3 Purpose of the Research 

The purpose of this research that represent what this research wants to accomplish are 

described as follows: 

1. To describe the types of language style based on Martin Joos in "EXPEND4BLES"  

movie. 

2. To identify the social factors, influence the use of language style in 

"EXPEND4BLES" movie. 

1.4 Limitation of the Problem 

This writer focuses on analyzing what types of the language style is used in the movie 

script "EXPEND4BLES", the writer applies theory by Martin Joos (1967). The writer wants 

to apply the use of language style and to know the factors influence the language is used in 

the movie by analyzing in depth some of the movie script, the writer also uses some theories 

by Holmes (2013) which explained about factors that affect the language style.  

1.5 Significance of the Research 

The study of language style in this thesis can provide significant contributions to readers 

in several ways to increase their knowledge. Readers will find out what types of language 
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style are and the reasons why these language styles are use in “EXPEND4BLES” movie. 

The readers can understand that language style can be applied in many scripts. In addition, 

the writer hopes that the readers have enough learning about language style to know how 

to use it in other texts. This is also expected to be a useful reference for English Department 

students who are interested in conducting further study on language styles and how use in 

different situations.  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 


